Contemporary Personalities
the principle of private property as that of Cromwell would have been, when he sat in Parliament as an unknown man, by the supporters of the Crown. And I read the mind of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald as possessing all the rigidity of the school of Mr. • Sidney Webb with a slightly sophisticated re-echo of           ^
the passion that seems bred on the Clyde. Flexible as a Parliamentarian, he is dogmatic as a schoolmaster. And if the forces which are opposed to Socialism do not forget their other differences and band themselves together in time, this schoolmaster and secretary may be the new, if paler, Cromwell, wno will yet give modern England a taste of what the kingdom of the latter-day saints means to life, property and happiness.
sfc                       sje                      *                      *
For now, as unexpectedly as superfluously, the errors   of  others   have   antedated  by  ten—perhaps         ""'
by twenty—years the moment in which these grave issues are to be tried out. So incredible has been the succession of these mistakes that Mr. MacDonald may fairly retort to criticism that his own policy, however unfortunate, can involve little further failure, and no further discredit. And indeed the distinction is, after all, only between those who make a conclusion achievable and those who achieve it.
But the sceptre has been forfeited by one; and grasped by another. By the manner in which he wields it—toe the time long or short—Mr, MacDonald may perhaps show that he is either smaller or greater than the man indicated in the estimate—not intended to be unfriendly—which I have attempted          ^,-in the foregoing paragraphs. ^
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